
Challenges in Education, Greater Opportunities for Compassion 

 
 
The current scholastic year has been adversely affected by the Covid-19pandemics. At the 

beginning of the school year in August, parents were anxious at how their children can continue 

to learn without attending the regular classroom set up. They were distressed at the thought of 

securing communication gadgets for their children’s education. Around 85% of the households in 

Anda do not have the necessary technology to support virtual education.  

We in the school ministry had to discern the situation well by relying on God’s divine wisdom and 

gift of courage. Our school opted for the blended learning style, making use of written modules 

supported by online learning resources. This entailed sessions of training for us and our teachers. 

We had to unlearn in order to learn new things and thus respond effectively to the demands of 

the new normal of education. However, what was more challenging was how to motivate 

students to learn independently and responsibly. This required from our part lots of patience to 

follow up and accompany students at a distance. The situation impelled us to do home visitation 

in order to monitor the students’ progress. 

Visiting families in their homes unfolded to us some real situation of our students, particularly 

the poor. We realize the distance they walk just to reach school, the humble situations of their 

homes that lack electricity or water system and basic provisions, and the existence of some 

problematic relationship in the family. For instance, a 72 year old widow who herself completed 

only the elementary grades, is trying to tutor her 3 grandchildren. The mother of the children is 

in Macau working as domestic helper because the father has abandoned them. 



 In some 

instances, when 

we, Sisters visit 

the families we 

also bring rice 

and other 

provisions along 

with the learning 

materials that 

we take to their 

homes.  

To a 16-year old girl who experienced domestic abuse, our 

Community volunteered to lend her a computer so that she could 

catch up with the lessons.  

To a 13-year old boy we gave a spare cellphone so that he could 

communicate with his teachers and classmates.  

Our visit to the homes for school purposes sometimes become an 

occasion to listen to the family’s sharing of anxiety and fears 

brought about by the current situation. But there are also light 

and happy moments of getting-to-know each other better. 

Families often express the appreciation of being visited and 

shown concern.   

The challenges in our educative ministry led us to greater 

opportunities to know and love better our “flock”, that is, the 

students entrusted to us, as well as the opportunity to extend 

God’s compassion to their family.  
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